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ECTION A 





MATERIALS ON THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF EDUCATION 





166. Comparative Education: Trends and Sources* 


The past decade has seen a rapid growth in the exchange of educational ideas between countries. Various 


i factors have contributed: the demand for reform or reconstruction in old and in newer school systems alile; the 


ae 


movement of teachers and students; the political and economic policies of nations expressed through the pro- 
gramme of the United Nations and of regional organizations, leading in turn to increased cultural contact and 
attention to educational problems. 


Whatever the causes, the trend itself may be measured by a growing interest in comparative education, 
shown in the literature of the last few years. The term ''comparative education" has indeed still to be clearly 
defined, just as the field of study it represents has yet to gain acceptance among educational authorities. The 
purpose of this article is to select for review a number of recent publications which seem to offer guidance to 
the student or teacher wishing to deepen his reading in education by using the comparative method. 


As regards textbooks, these only appear where comparative education is a recognized branch of study. 
Kandel's pioneer work Comparative Education (1) dates from 1933 but is still in current use and has influenced a 
large number of American and European scholars. More recent is Comparative Education (2) by Dr. N. Hans, 
based on courses given at the University of London. In surveying the scope of comparative education, Hans out- 
lines possible statistical and qualitative approaches but adopts what may be called a sociological approach: he 
analyses the principles which govern the development of any national system of education. The unit of study be- 
ing a "national system", one should isolate the factors shaping such systems in general. Hans works in trilo- 
gies: natural factors (race, language, the physical environment), religious (here selection is inevitable, and 
the author takes influences in Western Christianity - Catholic, Anglican, Puritan), secular (humanism, socia- 
lism, nationalism). In the chapter devoted to each of these factors there is a blend of historical and compara- 
tive methods, the purpose being to show different situations in time and space where the force in question is at 
work, The latter part of the book takes four case-studies - England, United States of America, France, U.S,S.R. - 
in each of which the administrative pattern and school structure are explained in terms of recent events and 
trends rather than by reference to the analysis of earlier chapters. Two distinct lines of thought thus appear in 
Hans: an analysis of educational systems in general, and a description of certain systems in particular. 








Greater emphasis is laid on interaction by Adolph Meyer in The Development of Education in the Twentieth 
Century in the 1949 second edition. Writing about American education for American readers, the author 
adopts a comparative approach because he feels that ''the study of education cannot be scientific if it is based on 
an attitude which is largely isolationist''’. Contributions to educational theory and practice since 1900 are taken 
first; Meyer is concerned here with the educators, both in the United States of America and abroad, whose work 
has been influential in changing (or modernizing) education, and he attempts to show the interdependence of 
their work. Six national systems (England, France, Germany, Italy, Russia, United States of America) are 
then reviewed in turn, mainly by an historical survey of the changes that have occurred in the administration, 
structure and content of education. The last part of the book deals with modern movements, providing in some 
sense a bridge between the work of individual leaders and the national systems. The scientific movement and 
the growth of psychology, experiments tending to individualize or to "socialize" schooling, the reform of higher 
education and the growth of youth work and adult education are all described from the American standpoint, with 
reference where necessary to developments abroad. The last two sections lead on to inter-cultural education 
(in the United States of America) and international education. 





Where Meyer uses a comparative approach as a means for arriving at a balanced view of United States 
education, Moehlman and Roucel in Comparative Education (4) use a team of American authorities to 
describe education throughout the world. The volume is a symposium of 17 studies on countries and cultural 
regions, and thus covers most of the globe. The chapters are constructed along comparable lines, each author 
showing how the existing educational system is related to an historical background and to the political and econo- 
mic circumstances of the country. While the method is descriptive, most of the authors attempt to arrive at 
larger generalizations on the nature and direction of education, and the book may be taken as an effort to present 
a world view of education. The introductory chapter by Moehlman is synthetic; he takes as a frame of reference 
the scale between "élite" and "universal" systems of education, and traces the conflicting effect of these two 
ideas on experimentation and on accepted administrative practice. From this point of view Moehlman examines, 
by country and region, the educational systems described in the rest of the book. 





Beside these three textbooks may be set two standard sources of reference of a periodical nature. The Year 
Book of Education » edited by Lauwerys and Hans in London, is an important and ambitious work. The 








* The numbers in the text refer to the bibliography that follows the essay. 
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general formula is to select a single topic each year and to secure contributions from national authorities (pub- 
lic or private), the editors introducing the volume by a general study. The 1952 theme was educational reform; 
the national chapters, 30 in all, are arranged concentrically, starting with the British Isles, then in turn the 
English-speaking countries, states in Europe, the U.S.S.R., Middle East, Asia, ending with British tropical 
dependencies. On the whole these chapters are not fashioned to a single pattern, since authors are given 
considerable latitude, but recent information from so wide a range of countries makes this part of the Year 
Book a valuable source of reference. The comparative value of the volume appears only on systematic reading 
with the editors' introduction as a guide. Lauwerys and Hans analyse the reform movement since the war in 
terms of the main factors (equality of opportunity, industrialization) and of the effects that reforms have had on 
administration, school organization, curricula, training and status of teachers. A group of other studies round 
off this introduction for the English-speaking student: .R.A. Butler and G.D.H. Cole presenting opposing poli- 
tical views of English education, E.O. Melby and Scott Buchanan opposing trends in the United States of Americ 
(progressive education and experiments centred on the great books and liberal arts), and C. Beeby writing on 
Unesco. 


School and Society (6) published weekly in the United States of America under the editorship of I.L. Kandel, 
makes many contributions to comparative education, but perhaps none as important as the regular reviews of 
current literature by W.W. Brickman. These may deal with a single country or region or with the whole field 
of foreign or international education. In each article Brickman brings his linguistic ability and the practice of 
exact bibliography to bear on the subject; and his cumulative work has built up an indispensable tool for the 
student. To cite two examples, the essay "Education in the U.S.S.R."' surveys some 30 books, in English, 
German, Italian, which have appeared since 1947; and another, "International aspects of education" examines 
current American literature on the contact between United States of America and foreign education. 





The works described so far are all in English and all spring from a university soil. They represent the 
attempt by a number of scholars to go beyond "the mere description of foreign educational systems". A cor- 
responding venture in continental Europe has been the Internationale Zeitschrift flir Erziehungswissenschaft(”) 
a quarterly review published in Salzburg up to 1951 by Dr. Friedrich Schneider. This journal was trilingual, 
German, English or French articles being followed by abstracts in the other two languages. In some issues a 
central theme appears - such as the training of secondary school teachers - treated by authorities of different 
nationalities, but as a rule the journal is concerned more with the philosophy of education and psychology. 






























The educational journals of most countries display a vigorous interest in "foreign education" and somewhat 


less so in the inverted form of "a foreigner's view of our education"; a listing of sources here would be of 
little use. However, certain sustained efforts provide valuable guides for the student. Two in Europe have 
arisen from government action. In France a branch of the Prime Minister's office was created after the war 
to gather and publish data for the use of members of Parliament. This was the start of 'Documentation fran- 
gaise" which puts out regular surveys - political, social, economic - of foreign and domestic affairs. From 
the outset the series Notes et études documentaires (8) gave considerable space to education, whether as part 
of a national survey or as a theme on its own. This trend was strengthened by the interest which French 
teachers took in the publications - an interest so vigorous that'Documentation frangaisé is now serving the 
classroom teacher as much as the political leader. In Italy, an office in the Ministry of Education is charged 
with "comparative school legislation". The office publishes a bi-monthly bulletin (9), in two parts - texts of 
recent foreign laws translated into Italian and a set of short notices from correspondents in various countries 
(chiefly European and South American). Here again the needs of legislators have been at the origin of the work. 
Finding that the laws by themselves need explanation, the office has also put out a series of national studies in 
booklet form, under the general title La Scuola nel Mondol!%). The six titles to date cover Italy, United States 
of America, U.S.S.R., France, England and Belgium. 








The activities of the United Nations and Unesco make up a final group of sources on comparative education. 
It is here that the statistical approach (or a descriptive survey based on statistics) is being developed. The 
United Nations Preliminary Report on the World Social Situation (11) is a bold attempt to draw a global picture 
of social conditions - food, health, housing, work as well as education. The chapter on education sets out to 
discover what provision is made for education at each level, what are the main obstacles to equality of oppor- 
tunity, and how educational issues are related to demographic and other social factors. This is an entirely new 





1 


outlook for comparative education and, despite both gaps in the statistics and difficulties of interpretation, the 1% 


Report succeeds remarkably in giving a unified view of education hitherto lacking. One of the merits of the 
global approach is that it will provide a tool for national educators who, like Meyer, wish to view their own 
system objectively. However, the Report is only a first step. Other inter-government agencies are engaged 
studies which may gradually bring together the raw material needed for a more exact science. The Inter- 

national Bureau of Education, in Geneva, puts out annually an International Yearbook of Education ) consistin} 
of official reports from some forty to fifty states on developments during the past year, Two studies are devote 
each year to special topics; the volume Compulsory Education and its Prolongation is a good sample of the 
technique of questionnaire surveys sent to Ministries of Education. In these publications the Bureau and Unesco 
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work together. On its own account Unesco publishes the reports of its educational activities, most of which 
es (pub- have some relevance to comparative education. Recently more systematic items have appeared. The volume 
reform, World Handbook of Educational Organization and Statistics (14) gives basic data on 57 countries; it combines 
rn text and figures, drawing both on available sources and on the help of governments. The view is taken that 
opical descriptions of educational systems may be reduced to a few main heads selected for the purpose of interpret- 
og ing the statistics. The volume should thus progressively become an introductory guide to single systems of 
pear education and a means for summing up the quantitative aspects of education throughout the world. As steps in 
reading, the direction Unesco has begun the issue of a series of statistical documents. The first, on primary schooling, 
ar in gives figures for schools, teachers and pupils over the past 20 years; some 65 States and 75 dependencies are 
e had on covered. Introductory tables group these countries by region, placing the latest available data side by side in 
es round comparable form. A second report, on higher education, has been issued, and others on secondary education 
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GENERAL WORKS 


Bogardus, Emory S. Principles of Co-operation. Chicago, Co-operative League of the United States 
of America, 1952. 68 pp. No price given. 





After reviewing the main stages in the history of mutual aid from its prehuman beginnings to its highest 
human level of expression, the author analyses the seven main principles of co-operation as they have 
been developed during the past 100 years in many different countries. He shows how they are being 
applied, tested and adjusted under current and changing conditions, and maintains that their further 
development will depend on the extent to which co-operatives use educational methods. A survey of 
educational methods of co-operation emphasizes the fact that general education for members of co- 
operatives is training for good citizenship. 


Grove, Victor, The Language Bar. London, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1950. 160 pp. 12s. 6d. 





For the author, the unusual complexity of the English language has served to deepen the gulf between 
"highbrows" and "lowbrows" in Great Britain. To attain the cultural classlessness achieved in the 
Scandinavian countries, he calls for special instruction year by year on the roots of the language and 
the meaning of words. Only by the removal of the language bar, he feels, can "literacy and literature, 
which are cognate terms, become cognate conceptions". 


The Incorporated Association of Assistant Masters. The Teaching of Modern Languages. London, 
University of London Press, 1952. 368 pp. 10s. 6d. 





This sensible compendium, giving the views of British secondary school teachers on the subject of 
modern language instruction, grew out of the valuable Memorandum on the Teaching of Modern Languages 
published by the IAAM in 1929 and now long out of print. The present volume takes its point of departure 
from a simple, reasonable statement of aims: "The pupil must learn as well as possible to understand, 
speak, read and write the language; and, at suitable stages in his progress, he must learn what he can 
of the history, society and culture of the people who use it.'' Faddishness is everywhere avoided in the 
various discussions on method, teacher selection and training, testing, teaching aids, etc. There isa 
useful bibliography. 





International Children's Centre. Courrier, vol. II, No. 10, Nov.-Dec., 1952, pp. 565-642. Monthly. 
Annual subscription in France: 1,400 francs. Other countries: 2,000 francs. Single issues in France: 
180 francs. Other countries: 240 francs. 


The Courrier publishes original articles and international news on children, mostly from a medical 
aspect. Some articles, however, deal with social and educational problems. In every issue there is 
an important analytical bibliography with bilingual abstracts, in English and French. 


Rugg, Harold. The Teacher of Teachers; Frontiers of Theory and Practice in Teacher Education. 
New York, Harper, 1952. 308 pp. $4.00. 





Describes the important transition in the philosophy and methods of teacher education which began in 
the early 1920s, and shows the effects of technological influences on our society and on its education. 
The sub-title, Frontiers of Theory and Practice in Teacher Education", reflects the purpose of the book 
which is to consider the trends in the training of teachers throughout the world, based on the author's 
own thinking and contacts with educators in many countries and regions - Middle East, Far East, 
Western Europe, Latin America and the Pacific area. This book should be of interest to teachers and 
educational administrators everywhere. 


Unesco. Agreement on the Importation of Educational, Scientific and Cultural Materials. A Guide to 





its Operation. Paris, 1952. 2l pp. Free. Published also in French. 


This pamphlet gives a simple, practical description of the operation of the Agreement, intended to help 
all individuals and organizations interested to familiarize themselves with it and to derive the maximum 
amount of benefit from it. The full text of the Agreement is appended. 


World Organization of the Teaching Profession. Proceedings of the Sixth Delegate Assembly, Copenhagen 
Denmark, July 26-31, 1952. Washington 6, D.C., 1952. 59 pp. No price given. 








Proceedings of the last Assembly of the World Organization of the Teaching Profession, now incorporated 
into the newly established World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession. Includes 
reports submitted to the Assembly by National Associations on "how national teacher associations 













































oe 


protect the rights and responsibilities of their members"; records of section meetings dealing with 
education for international understanding, world citizenship and peace, and the question of teachers’ 
ates salaries; a report on relations with Inter-Governmental Organizations, a statement in which the 
Secretary-General sums up the six years' work of the Organization, and suggests future policies for 
teachers' organizations; the report of the Executive Committee for 1951-52; and a financial state- 
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of 174. Sierra Leone. Education Department. Annual Report, 1950. Freetown, Government Printer, 1952. 
o- 65 pp. Is. 6d. 


Following a brief historical survey of the development of education in the Colony and Protectorate, this 
report describes the steps taken to implement the revised Development Plan which was drawn up in 
1947. The principal change is the reduction of the eight-year primary course to six years, and the in- 


con crease - with the necessary provision of better qualified teachers - of the former five-year secondary 
he course to a six-year course leading to the Cambridge School Certificate. A general outline is given of 
and educational organization, legislation, administration and finance. There are chapters on events in 

ature, | 1950 for each level of education. Appendix A reproduces the Ordinance regulating Fourah Bay College 


(the Colony's institution of higher education); Appendix B gives recommendations on the establishment 
of a West African Examinations Council. Statistical summaries complete the text. 





(AFRICA) UGANDA 
of 175. Uganda. Education Department. Annual Report, 1951. Entebbe, Government Printer, 1952. 79 pp. 
anguages 3s. 
>parture 3 ; 
rstand A brief summary of historical factors precedes an account of the present educational structure and 
he ait problems. Detailed chapters are devoted to 1951 developments in legislation, administration and 
| in the finance, all levels of formal education, health and hygiene, social and moral welfare, and adult edu- 
re isa cation. The statistical tables cover the number of institutions, pupils enrolled for various courses, 


expenditure, etc. During 1951 there were over a million children in the 6-15 age-group; enrolment 
in primary schools was 247,000 (of whom some 178, 000 were in official schools); secondary school 
nthly. enrolment was 12,500. 
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(AMERICA) BRAZIL 
cal 176, Torres da Silva, Ruth Ivoty. A escola primdria rural. Rio de Janeiro, Editdra Globo, 1952. 289 pp. 
re is No price given. 
This work, designed as a manual for rural teachers in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, discusses the 
n. role of the rural primary school - which should be to prepare children to become agents of progress 
‘s in their milieu, by teaching them not only general knowledge, but also the fundamentals of scientific 
agricultural work, small industries, health and nutrition, and fostering their co-operative spirit. A 
~~ whole chapter is devoted to agricultural activities, and another to other specific suggested activities. 
ion. In the last chapter there are valuable suggestions on how to organize a museum, a school journal, a 
the book co-operative, a library, how to celebrate Arbor Day, etc. 
hor's 
t (AMERICA) HONDURAS 
‘s and , 
177, Honduras. Direccién general de educacidn secundaria y normal. Plan de estudios y programas de 
ensefanza para la educacidn normal urbana. Tegucigalpa, Talleres Gr&ficos Nacionales, 1952. 
ss 231 pp. No price given. 
The curriculum and the syllabuses of urban teacher-training schools were reformed in 1952 as a 
to help "logical consequence of the changes that have taken place in the national life and of the new function 
cahamenl that this branch of education must fulfil’. The new programmes aim at developing the character, 
general culture and professional knowledge of the educator-leader. They are based on the accepted 
principles of individual and social psychology. Each syllabus is presented structurally under four 
aspects: objectives, contents, activities and suggestions on method. 
openhage! 7 , 
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Peru. Direccidn de Educacidn Primaria. Plan de accidn de la campafia rural de 1952. Lima, Imprenta 
del Colegio Militar Leoncio Prado, 1952. 73 pp., maps. No price given. 
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Initiated in 1950, the rural campaign carried out by the Directorate of Primary Education has expande 
rapidly. This publication reports the creation of five new experimental areas, bringing the total up to 
twelve, all of them in the mountainous south-east of Peru. As described in Education Abstracts (vol, 
III, No. 8, August 1951), the rural campaign is endeavouring to give a new impulse to child education jy 
rural areas, raise the social and cultural level of the indigenous communities, eradicate illiteracy, 
train workers in different crafts and improve the health and welfare of the people An interesting 
feature of the campaign is the use of school buses to transport children to consolidated schools and 
thus solve the problem of isolation. 





(AMERICA) UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Mackintosh, Helen K. How Children Learn to Read. (U.S. Office of Education. Bulletin 1952, No. 7), 
Washington, D.C., Govt. Print. Office, 1952, 16 pp. $0.15. 





This bulletin describes as simply as possible how children learn to read, the part played by the teacher 
and the ways parents can help. The part of the study which deals with skills in the mechanics of readin; 
explains to parents why and how teaching methods have changed. Of equal interest to parents should be 
the suggestions of ways in which they can determine how well the child is reading. 


U.S. Office of Education. Financing Adult Education in Selected Schools and Community Colleges. 
(Bulletin 1952, No. 8). Washington, D.C., Govt. Print. Office, 1952. 27 pp. $0.15. 





This is a list of case studies from 45 communities. With the increased emphasis now being placed on 
adult education in the United States, this list is intended to help other communities in financing a pro- 

gramme of adult education. Under each community a short summary is given as to how the programme 
is sponsored, where the money comes from, how the money is spent, what the town population is and 

how many adults are enrolled in the courses offered. No one programme is supposed to be exemplary. 
All are given as suggestions as to how a programme might be run under varying circumstances. 


U.S. Office of Education. Division of Vocational Education. Summaries of Studies in Agricultural 
Education. Supplement No. 5 (Bulletin No. 278). Washington, D.C., Govt. Print. Office, 1952. 
62 pp. $0.20. 





This supplement contains summaries of 148 studies, presented in the form of an alphabetical annotated 
bibliography with a subject index. Persons wishing more complete information may write to the insti- 
tution concerned. The purpose of the bibliography is to spread knowledge of work which has been done, 
and to help future research in agricultural education as a result of this knowledge. 


CEYLON 


Ceylon. Unesco National Commission. Administration Report of the Secretary for 1951. Colombo, 
Ceylon Govt. Press, 1952. 28 pp. $0.55. 





This report gives a brief description of the Unesco programme and details of what has been done in 
Ceylon under the programme. There is a list of the members of the National Commission, and the 
Commission's rules for the conduct of business; the agreements between the Government of Ceylon 
and Unesco for Technical Assistance are given in full. The second half of the report is devoted to 
the administration report of the Unesco - Government of Ceylon Fundamental Education Project for 
the year 1951. Appendices: a list of villages and colonies comprising the project area; the schools 
for children of the area; a survey of the cottage industries in the area; and a detailed list of felt 
needs, as stated by the villagers in the surveys which were made to ascertain them. 


INDIA 


Gardner, Frank M. The Delhi Public Library Project. (Occasional Papers in Education, 16). Paris, 
Unesco, 1952. 20 pp. Free. French and Spanish editions in preparation. 





A description of the Unesco pilot project in India by one of the consultants. The first chapter deals 
with the establishment of the project, negotiations with the Government of India, selection of site, staf! 
finances, etc. and gives the purposes of this project in particular and of public library services in 
general. Chapter II gives an account of the activities of the Delhi library and has some interesting 
views on Indian taste in reading, as compared with that of readers in a western public library. In the 
last chapter the author deals with the Library's importance as a demonstration project and the contri 
bution it can make to the development of library services in education not only in India but in other 
countries of South East Asia. 
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India. Community Projects Administration. Planning Commission. Community Projects, a Draft 
Handbook. Delhi, Government of India Press, 1952. 183 pp,No price given. 





Community Projects, a Draft Outline. Delhi, Government of India Press, 1952. 53 pp. 
No price given. 





Development Commissioners' Conference on Community Projects, 7 May - 13 May 1952. 
Summary Record. Delhi, Government of India Press, 1952. 44 pp. No price given. 





Kurukshetra. Journal of the Community Projects Administration. Delhi, Publications Division. Vol. 
I, Nos. 1-5. Annual subscription Rs. 4; $1.00; 7s. Single issues: As. 6. 


Ford Foundation. Preliminary Report on Programs in India Receiving Ford Foundation Assistance. 
New Delhi, Ford Foundation, 1952. 30 pp. No price given. 





These publications are among the first available on the large Community Development Project in India. 
The first one listed above gives an outline of the duties of workers in the projects. Subjects treated 
are: village extension work; training of extension workers; irrigation; housing; roads; education; 
social education; social welfare; publicity and public relations; health services; cottage and small- 
scale industries; financial and accounting procedure; evaluation; people's participation. It is stated 
that this draft handbook is merely a beginning, and that it is hoped to publish worker's handbooks on 
each of the subjects separately. The contents are not intended to be hard and fast rules, but rather 
suggestions which the worker can adapt to meet local conditions. 


The second document gives the provisional method of operation of the Community Projects. It is 
expected that amendments and changes will have to be made as the result of working experience. 


The third document is the result of a conference which was held to set up the working system behind the 
Community Projects. It begins with a summary of the recommendations and conclusions of the confe- 
rence, one of which was that a monthly journal should be published. This became Kurukshetra, fourth 
on the list above. Its purpose is to publish articles of interest, information, and guidance regarding 
Community Projects. 


The report of the Ford Foundation is a concise statement of the work done by the Foundation, how pro- 
jects are chosen for help, what help is given, what the results are expected to be, what the initial 
expenses have been, what the continuing expenses are expected to be, and other basic information 
regarding Community Projects and the role of the Ford Foundation. 


INDONESIA 


Hutasoit, M. Summary of a Study on Free Compulsory Primary Education in Indonesia. Djakarta, 
Ministry of Education, Instruction and Culture Affairs, 1952. 32 pp. No price given. 





This booklet is a digest of a longer work to be published later. It was presented as Indonesia's back- 
ground contribution to the Conference on Compulsory Education in South Asia and the Pacific (Bombay 
December 1952). The author gives a short historical survey and then describes the present basis of 
primary education in Indonesia; the legal provisions and administration; types os school and curricula; 
the training of teachers. A long-term plan has been evolved for the extension of teacher training - from 
13,000 graduates in 1950/51 to 32,000 graduates by 1960. Apart from training centres, considerable use 
is made of correspondence tuition as a form of in-service training. The booklet also gives some account 
of minority-group education, religious schools and the literacy campaign, all of which contribute to the 
general primary education of the country. 


Indonesia. Ministry of Education. Large-Scale Teachers' Training in Indonesia. Djakarta, 1952. 
46 pp., illus. tables. Processed. No price given. 





A study of a remarkable experiment now being conducted by the Indonesian Government. The report 
shows the difficulty of providing schooling for all children in the country; a principal problem is teacher 
supply. Existing institutions for training teachers are described briefly, but the main part of the report 
describes the Balai Kursus, or institute for teacher training by written lessons. At a central office in 
Bandung lessons are prepared by specialists - both on the primary school curriculum and on teaching 
methods and wider general education - and sent to teachers all over the Republic. A field staff inspection, 
regional conferences and other methods are used to ensure that the Balai Kursus is effectively followed 
up. The authors state that the course, though only a temporary expedient, revealed advantages which 
justify its use. 
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National Council of Adult Education. Annual Report, 4th, 1951-52. Wellington, Whitcombe and Tombs, 
1952. 27 pp. No price given. 





The report describes the constitution and functions of the Council and its methods of working with and 
through Regional Councils of Adult Education attached to the University and University Colleges in the 
four metropolitan areas. During 1951-52 work begun in the following fields was consolidated: tutorial 
classes; discussion courses with the circulation to rural areas of boxes containing demonstration mate- 
rials; music; drama; the Community Arts Services; activities among countrywomen and the Moasis; 1: 
Community Centres. In each field the techniques and methods employed are fully described. A state- 
ment of accounts is given at the end. 


(EUROPE) BELGIUM 


188. 


Belgium. Direction générale de 1'enseignement primaire et normal. L'enseignement de l*histoire, 
Bruxelles, 1952. 140 pp. No price given. 





This official brochure reproduces five papers presented at the Course for Teachers held consecutively 
at Laeken and at Verviers in 1952. 


The Course was devoted to the teaching of history and three of the papers were concerned with drawing 
conclusions for Belgian teachers from the Unesco Seminar on the Teaching of History, held at Sévres 

in 1951. Other papers dealt with the preparation of monographs on local history and the problem of 
textbooks. The brochure also includes a summing up of the discussions, by Mr. G. Lecrenier, 
Inspector-General, a Report on the social and cultural activities that formed part of the Course and, 

as an Annex, the speech delivered by Mr. J. Torres Bodet, former Director-General of Unesco, at (: 
the opening session of the Sévres Seminar. 


The booklet is a useful example of the national follow-up of an international seminar. 
Plancke, R.L., ed. Paedagogica Belgica; bibliographie et apergu périodique des études pédagogiques 


belges, II (1951). Gand, Institut supérieur de Sciences pédagogiques, 1952. 158 pp. 110 Belgian francs. 
Text partly in French and partly in Flemish. 





This compilation of Belgian educational publications that appeared during 1951 is divided into three 
sections. The first contains the bibliography proper including an annotated list of books and pamphlets, 
a list of periodical publications, and a list of articles published in journals. The second part contains 
a review of 1951 publications dealing with the history of education in Belgium as well as a list of the 
theses and dissertations (mémoires) on educational research presented in the four Belgian universities 
since the founding of the university institutes and schools of education. The last part describes the 
activities of these institutes and reviews the dissertations presented for doctor's and master's degrees 
in 1951. The publication is an extremely useful survey of Belgian educational research, especially for 
those who know both Flemish and French. 


(EUROPE) FRANCE 


190. 


Anscombre, J. Le tout en unde l'instituteur. Paris, Imprimeries réunies de Senlis, 1950. 425 pp. 
No price given. 





The author puts at the disposal of his fellow-teachers a general manual of useful information, gathered 
during his teaching career. The compilation contains practical advice to young teachers, principles 
and observations drawn from experience, an overall view of the philosophy of education, child psycho- 
logy and the main teaching systems. Methods of teaching the various subjects in the primary school 
are analysed. Reference material of a wide variety is given, ranging from a list of educational journals 
and a basic bibliography, to a list of firms and agencies which furnish free publicity material (e.g. 
posters and maps) to schools. An important feature is a compilation of official regulations, programmes 
etc. which teachers have to know. 


Cressot, J. and Dubu, V., eds. L'école a classe unique et l'école 4 deux classes; organisation péda- 
gogique. (Cahiers de pédagogie moderne pour l'enseignement du premier degré). Paris, Bourrelier, 
1952. 345 pp. No price given. 
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This work, to which some 40 educators have contributed, is intended to provide teachers in one-and two- 
room rural schools with a simple and practical guide to the solution of everyday problems in the class- 
room. The various parts of the work examine different aspects of the following questions: organization 
of the school; the study of the mother tongue; arithmetic and geometry; social studies, history, geo- 
graphy and nature study subjects in which pupils of various grades are taught the same lessons (legons 
communes); graphic, manual and artistic activities; physical education; organization of teaching time 
in the class; some recommended activities for the rural teacher. 


(EUROPE) GERMANY 


Koller, Eugene. Unsere Schule. Ein Buch fir Erzieher und Eltern. Regensburg, Robert Zeise Verlag, 
1952. 140 pp. No price given. 





An excellent vademecum for primary and junior secondary grade teachers. According to the author, a 
new type of school fulfilling modern requirements cannot be created simply by a change in teaching me- 
thods or by new pedagogical theories: it is school life as a whole that has to be changed, and methods of 
teaching must be an expression of this life. The author starts with one axiom the objective of education 
is to prepare the pupil for living in a community. A believer in Adler's psychology, he examines ina 
first chapter the psychological foundation of attitudes, and ways in which the pupil may fail to adjust to 














Oire. 
his environment. The main concern of the educator is to correct neurotic attitudes and to bring the child 
to accept the pattern of social life in general, and of family and school life in particular. This implies 
utively certain consequences in the organization of the school: a good balance between manual and intellectual 
work; opportunities for both self-expression and co-operation; activity methods and group-work that 
will give the pupil a feeling of responsibility. The author gives a lively and detailed description of the 
rawing different subjects of the syllabus, showing the virtues and the drawbacks of different teaching methods in 
ivres achieving an integrated school life. Of special interest are the chapters on group activities. There is an 
of excellent description of a suitable school building forming the background to the school community. 
and This work reflects the experience of a man who has devoted his life to education. 
, at (EUROPE) GREAT BRITAIN 
193. The British Council 'Study Boxes' include, in addition to the various educational materials (see Unesco, 
Education Abstracts 141, vol. 4 No. 7, September 1952, pp. 3-5), 15 copies each of a booklet specially 
prepared to serve as a handbook for members of discussion groups. The booklet follows chapter by 
»giques chapter the syllabus proposed, and enables each member of the group to obtain a general survey of the 
francs. particular topic to be discussed. 
Four of such booklets are briefly described below: 
sine Man and the Soil, edited by Ritchie Calder. London, 1952. 26 pp., illus. 
yntains Discusses the problem of the prevailing disequilibrium between food resources and population growth. 
the Describes, with impressive examples and illustrations, how food production could be increased through 
>rsities careful planning and exchange of information, and how a working partnership between man and the soil 
the might be established. 
degrees 
lly for Consumers! Co-operation in Britain. London. 1952. 26 pp., illus. 
The history and development of the co-operative movement in Great Britain is presented in a series of 
questions and answers written by experts. The advantages of co-operative buying and the ways in which 
it is done are discussed, and the relationship shown between the individual and the local co-operative 
125 pp. movement. 
Parliamentary Government, by Sydney D. Bailey, London, 1952. 22 pp., illus. 
fathered Describes the functions of the various organs of a parliamentary government, taking the British system 
iples as the basic example. Details of various procedures are included, from the nomination of a candidate 
psycho- to his becoming an active member of parliament. 
chool 
| journals Amateur Drama. London, 1952. 26 pp, illus. 
>. ge 
ogrammes The story of an amateur dramatic society. Describes, step by step, the action taken from the formation 
of the society to the final staging of the play. Information and hints on stage effects, lighting, costume, 
decor and make-up are also included. 
on péda- 
‘relier, Note; Complete 'Study Boxes'' are made available, on loan, to organizations applying to the nearest 





British Council Representative. 
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(EUROPE) ITALY 


Ente Nazionale ACLI Istruzione Professionale. Collana 1-8. Roma, ACLI, [n.d./ 8 vols. 50 lire each, 


This series of pamphlets is issued by the Italian Christian Trade Unions (ACLI) for adult education pur- 
poses. The ACLI organization has set up an agency for vocational education, an account of which is given 
in the first pamphlet of the series. The subsequent booklets are essentially manuals for leaders or orga- 
nizers; No. 8 gives the regulations and methods for running a "scuola popolare" (the State-aided adult 
school); and Nos. 2-7 are manuals on particular subjects such as mechanical trades, home economics, 
agriculture. 


(MIDDLE EAST) JORDAN 


Jordan. Ministry of Education. Education in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Amman, (1952/ 15 pp., 
charts, tables. Processed. No price given. 





One of the most recent official documents describing the educational system in Jordan. Information is 
given on the administrative structure, the organization of schools, curricula, and the measures being 

taken to standardize education on both banks of the Jordan since their unification in 1950. Some fifteen 
tables and charts provide details on school enrolment, types and number of schools, teachers, subjects 
taught and books used. 
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adult 196. Australia. Commonwealth Office of Education. I Can Read English. Sydney, Alfred Henry Pettifer, 
ymics, : Government Printer, 1950. 71 pp. No price given. Everson, Mary and Roper, D. The Islands 
English Course. Reader 1-2. London, Longmans, 1952. 2 vols. No price given. 
These textbooks illustrate two different responsibilities of the Commonwealth Government: to provide 
practical instruction in English, with some measure of cultural assimilation for migrants, and to 
15 pp teach the same language to native populations in dependent territories. Both series lean heavily on 
™" profuse illustration to help the learner over the difficult early hurdles of vocabulary. The readers 
designed for the use of Papuan children are particularly well graded and attractively printed. 
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197. Children in the Primary School. Filmstrip. Washington, D.C., Association for Childhood Education 
International, 1952. 35 mm., 51 frames, b,& w., single frame. $4.00. Subtitles in English. 





Illustrates active school experiences for six, seven and eight-year olds. A useful tool for teachers 
and parent-teacher groups. (Materials of the Association for Childhood Education International are 
obtainable on loan from regional United States Information Services Offices). 


198. Great Britain. Central Office of Information. School for Farmers, 16 mm., 20 min., 1 reel, sound, 
b. @w. £2. Te. Ce. 





This film shows the training of young boys and girls at an agricultural school in India. Besides 
acquiring practical and some theoretical knowledge of agriculture, the pupils are also taught reading, 
writing and arithmetic, the making of agricultural tools and implements and some crafts such as 
spinning and weaving. 


199. Schools and Churches. Bangkok, Education Film Thailand. [1951/ 16 mm., 20 min , silent, b. & w. 





Composed largely of shots from a number of primary schools in Thailand, this film portrays the various 
activities of schoolchildren both in class and outdoors. Pupils are shown undergoing medical examina- 
tions, attending lessons, both theoretical and practical, playing games, doing physical training, listen- 
ing to a preacher, etc. The introduction of the film includes a brief statement on the development of 
education in Thailand and its present situation. 


200. Siepmann, Charles A. Television and Education in the United States (Press, Film and Radio in the 
World Today). Paris, Unesco, 1952. 131 pp. $1.00; 6s.; 300 francs. Published also in French. 





A report on experiments in the use of television for education. After discussing the place of television 
among mass communications media and tracing its rapid spread throughout the world, the author reviews 
experiments in educational television in France (which was the first country to try formal education 
through this medium), and in Great Britain. 


In its main section, the book describes the system of television broadcasting in the United States of 
America and the place in it of educational institutions. The educational policies of commercial tele- 
vision networks are reviewed in detail. Exhaustive research throughout the United States of America 
is reported in the chapters dealing with educational television at colleges, universities and schools. In 
addition to information covering the cost of television operation and programming, the training for tele- 
vision and the organization of broadcasts, Professor Siepmann describes in detail a number of signifi- 
cant programmes, and the case histories of various universities and School Boards. 


The author suggests that the conditions of further effective advances are caution, great deliberation, 
more careful and extensive testing and above all concern with standards. The book leaves no doubt 
about the great potential value of television for education. 











UNESCO COUPONS 


We should like to draw the attention of our readers to this scheme, which may enable them to 


purchase materials listed in this periodical. Because it is often difficult to send mone 

from country to country for the purchase of books, films, laboratory equipement, etc., Unesco 
has created a sort of international currency, the Unesco Coupon. These coupons enable 
schools, universities, teachers and students in many parts of the world to buy freely the 
materials which they need for study and research. 


Unesco Coupons can be used to buy 


books the following categories of Various categories of scientific) 
educational film: : material for education and re~ 
search, such as optical instrus 
ments balances and weights. 


periodicals 
photocopies a) ye i prints and duplicate 
, 
i fi ies i : : 
microfilm copi b) original negative and duplicate laboratory glass-ware, 
art reproductions negatives; 


charts lobes, maps . . Ps 
» 9 ’ Pp as well as electrical measuring instruments, 


h si . oe ' tnt ' 
ees c) 16 mm. raw film for printing the analytical and clinical testing 


gramophone records above categories of films; apparatus, etc. 


The Unesco Coupon System operates in the following 31 countries * 


Austria Czechoslovakia Indonesia Netherlands Turkey 

Belgium Egypt Iran New Zealand Union of South Africa 
Burma France Iraq Pakistan United Kingdom 

ae nineteen United States of America 
Canada Hungary Japan Syria Viet-Nam 


Ceylon India Laos Thailand Yugoslavia 


Cambodia Germany 


Detailed information on the use of Unesco Coupons is contained in the follow= 
ing explanatory leaflets: 


THE UNESCO BOOK COUPON 
THE UNESCO FILM COUPON 
THE UNESCO COUPON FOR SCIENTIFIC MATERIAL 


These leaflets may be obtained upon request from the 
UNESCO COUPON OFFICE, 


19, Avenue Kléber, 
PARIS XVI, FRANCE 


* yon-self-governing territories may obtain coupons through their administrating countriese 
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